[Assessment of basic activities of daily living and cognitive impairment in centenarians: correlation between the scales used].
To analyse the concordance between different scales used to assess basic activities of daily living and cognitive impairment in centenarians. A domiciliary interview was carried out with all centenarians in our area. Three scales of basic activities of daily living (Katz index [KI], Barthel index [BI], Red Cross physical impairment index [RCPI]), and two of cognitive impairment assessment(Mini cognoscitive test [MCT], Red Cross psychic impairment index [RCPI]) were completed. A total of 80 centenarians were interviewed, 26 men and 64 women, mean age 100.8±1.3. More than half of centenarians had functional independence or slight dependence. Men were more frequently independent than women (BI 70±34.4 vs. 50.4±36.3; P=.005). The results of cognitive impairment tests were discordant, although men had less cognitive impairment than women (MCT 16.5±9.1 vs. 11.6±8.1; P=.008). The three scales of basic activities of daily living uniformly classified the centenarians, with a high level of concordance between them: KI and BI similarly classified up to 95% of the centenarians (Kappa 0.899), BI and RCPI to 97.5% (kappa 0.95), KI and RCPI to 97.5% (Kappa 0.95). Nevertheless, the concordance between the cognitive impairment measured by RCPI and MCT was low; only 58.8% of centenarians were equally classified (Kappa 0.295). Any of three scales analysed for assessment of basic activities of daily living is useful in centenarians. Nevertheless, the best way to assess cognitive impairment in these patients needs to be defined.